ISTAT R D . & \ - I L ] R
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/10 : CIA-RDP99-00418R000100370015-6
‘ = . | The Washington Post
e a ca se The New York Times
‘ orl _ The Washington Times
. The Wall Street Journal
Former DireCtOI' Of CIA Speaks Here’ ;he (ihrlstian Science Monitor
. . ew York Daily News
Predicts Plea Bargaining Arrangement - usa tose
The Chicago Tribune
Z. V4 =250 .
By Charlene Prost oore @TAAS /PG Y

. Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/10 : CIA-RDP99-00418R000100370015-6

Of the Post-Dispatch Staft
Stansfield-Turner. a’former direc-

tor of the Central [ntelligence Agency,

But when the administration of
Ronald Reagan took over, he said,

predicted Sundav that the US. gov- “They brought him back, knowing
rnment’s attempt to pro d about that” background.

Panamanian leader Manuel Antonio
Noriega would end up in piea
bargaining:

Turner said he suspected the bar-
gaining would result because of the
complexity of the case against Nor-
iega ‘and the “potential embarrass-
ment” to the government if Noriega
were broyght to trial and testified
about his past connections with the
Chks part of the plea-bargaining proc-
ess, he said, Noriega could provide the
government with information it wants
about the operation of the drug car-

“tels. Noriega has been indicted in

Florida on charges of smuggling mari-
juana into‘the United States and mak-
ing more than $4 million by facilitat-
ing the shipment of cocaine from
Colombia through Panama to the Uni-
ted States. .

Turner was in St. Louis on Sunday to
give the January commencement ad-
dress to about 950 graduates at the
University of Missouri at St. Louis.

He urged the graduates to continue
to learn and to set goals for accom-
plishments in the years ahead.

And, he said, “We have a great chal-
lenge ahead of us now as a nation” in
light of changes under way in many
European countries.

“We must ensure that our society is
a model for the world that is turning
toward democracy as communism
collapses,” he said.

In an interview before the address,
Turner said that Noriega was not em-
ployed by the CIA during Turner’s
term as director, which was from 1977
to 1981, during the administration of

President Jimmy Carter. Turner said
Noriega worked for the CIA before
Turner's service and, again, after his
term ended.

Turner said that while Noriega was _

a CIA informer before 1977, he was
also spying on the United States by
getting information from U.S. military
“sergeants” he had on his payroll. Af-
ter the government learned of that
arrangement, he said, Noriega- was
dismissed from the CIA.

Turner said Noriega has informa-

" tion that should be secret and could be

damaging and other information that
would be ‘“‘embarrassing” to the
government.

“He would have truly secret infor-
mation, such as the names of CIA
agents, ways we collect information,
and on whom.,"” he said.

Noriega knows also how much he
was paid by the CIA, and the extent of
his involvement with drug smuggling
while he was employed by the CIA.
“That information would be embar-
rassing, but not critical to the coun-
try’'s security,” he said.

Turner said that “the worst thing
that could happen would be ‘that he
would get off scot-free.”

He said there is at least a 30 percent
chance Noriega could go free if Nor-
iega goes to trial because of legal com-
plexities that could arise in prosecut-
ing the case. For example, Turner
asked, "Is it legal to snatch a person
from his own country and bring him
here for trial?” '

Turner said that he was both “sur-
prised and distressed” that the United
States invaded Panama. And he said
the invasion should stir some serious

~ thought about America's course with

regard to other countries.

“There are over 100 other countries
in the world that are not democra-
cies,” he said. “Where will this stop?”

He said he thinks it would be a
mistake to allow American troops that
invaded Panama to remain there for

- many months. He said animosities

could arise because of the United
States’ role as an “occupying force.”

“And we have got to have the
friendship of the Panamanian people
to run the canal,” he said.
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